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Architecture is defined by material and technology engaged to create space. Gov-
erned by the perceptual qualities of experience, the resulting form, function and 
effect is dependent upon the user and the systematized sensibilities of how a body 
engages and relates to the object. In 1969, as part of an experimental program at 
LACMA, Robert Irwin and James Turrell outlined a new direction for art, identifying 
viewer experience as the critical outcome of an artist’s creative production and es-
tablishing viewers’ visual perception of the environment as a principal concern. For 
Irwin and Turrell, light was the primary medium for investigating these ideas. Our 
work offers that material has the same or even greater potential. The evolution in 
our work is rooted in an ambiguous definition between architecture and installa-
tion. Engaging space as a material, the desire of the installations is to engage and 
extend the potential of built form to be solely defined and governed by experi-
ence and perception. Deploying the associated systems of constructed matter [as 
defined by the relationship of material and the technological processes  that work 
to transform those materials] to generate form and the resulting perceptual and 
effectual relationships. The object is a collection of decision manifest in the physi-
calities of the system. Physics and environment become markers by which the form 
is read and related. 
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W-05   ARCH WITH DENSITY NODES
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Description:
Founded in the relationship of material to form and their affect on space, this proj-
ect will be an extension of a series of materially generated environments. These 
projects will explore the perception and experience of space, light, and form as 
the matter through which people perceive their everyday visual environment. This 
proposal will extend a trajectory focused on the relation of modular unitized con-
struction and the segmental form of gravitational shapes.

A series of iterative experimental triangulated structures will individually occupy 
each planter. Specifically formed, they will collectively produce a conversational 
dialogue between them. Thrusting outward, a series of graduated, variably densi-
fied and triangulated figures will stand delicately on the existing planters. Each is 
unique in form, but collectively consistent in material and evolutionary density. A 
visible network of triangulated geometric relationships governed by the laws of 
gravity and material stiffness, will all be instigated through the archetypal architec-
tural forms of dome, plane, cone and arch. 

Each will be fabricated out of delicate piano wire, soldered in graduated modular 
pieces and painted in a color gradient chromatically mapping the structural forces. 
Transitioning from pink to red to purple, the density of the members will be mim-
icked in its color. Prefabricated and individually delivered [via a standard pick up 
truck] to the site, the lightweight structures create large volumes through their 
segmented lines. The gravitational thrust of the faceted figures will compliment 
and brace against the continuous curved weight of the concrete planter.

Each form is determined through descriptive geometries. As evolutionary synthe-
sized archetypal forms, they have legacy and history embedded in their hybridized 
forms. The five forms include: [1] a four arch based walled enclosure joined by an 
inner dome; [2] a three legged stacked double dome; [3] a three columned tabled 
surface; [4] a domed shell; and [5] a spanning arch with erupting columns. 

These forms serve simultaneously as objects and shadow generators. Artificial and 
natural illumination allow for an ever-changing multiplicity of shadow projections.
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DENSITY DOME
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FOUR ARCH WALLS WITH INNER DOME
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